
Summer Assignment 

AP Language & Composition 
 

Students are required to obtain copies of two summer reading books for AP Language: one common 
text (Truman Capote’s In Cold Blood) and one choice text.  Students should purchase or borrow their 
own copy.  Students may opt to use an eReader version of a text and make annotations within the e-
reader software.  

 
Students must, however, bring both books (whether on an e-reader or in print form) on the second 

day of school for the summer reading exam and throughout the duration of the opening AP Language 
class unit.  Should a student change courses after the start of the semester, grades for these assignments 
will transfer to the student’s new class. 
 

Assignment Details 
 

1) Common Text: Truman Capote’s In Cold Blood.   
 
Assessment: Reading Check/ Pre-Test – Taken the 2nd Day of School (August 27th) 
All AP Language students will take a reading comprehension test on the book during the first week 
of school.  Students will also use this book during the course itself as the subject of a writing 
pretest.  You are not required to take readers notes about this text, but you will be able to use your 
book on the essay if you need to refer to specific passages, so make good choices. 
 
 

2) Choice Text:  All AP Language students will read one nonfiction book of your choosing from the 
list provided.  You can pick any of the books you like!  The options cover a wide array of topics – 
sociology, science, psychology, philosophy, etc. – so pick something that aligns with your interests. 
 
Assessment:  Readers Notes – DUE the 2nd Day of School (August 27th) 
You ARE required to take readers notes for your free-choice text.  During the first few weeks of AP 
Language, we’ll be examining the art of rhetoric: the techniques writers use in order to convey 
their perspectives in ways that are both convincing and engaging.  As you read, pay attention to 
your reactions how the author is framing the situation (style, use of evidence, tone, etc.). 
 
For instance: 

• If you had to sum up the book’s main argument, what would it be?  How does the author 
convey that? 

• If you find yourself agreeing with the author, what convinced you?  If you disagree with 
them, what did the author say that made you skeptical? 

• What passages or ideas stayed with you after you finished reading?  Why? 
• How did the author try to – or fail to – draw you into their thinking? 

 
Please leave at least 25 detailed sticky notes that mark pages of the book that answer those 
questions and explain why.  (Ex.  Don’t just write “memorable,” “convincing,” “nonsense,” or 
“obtuse.”  Give us the reason why!)  If you chose to use the eReader version of your text, please 
either export and share your notes digitally OR keep a hard copy log that includes the page 
numbers/text location.  We’ll use these observations – and attach rhetoric vocabulary to them – as 
we progress through the course. 

 



 

Guidelines for Choice Text Notes 
 
Full Credit = Your annotations reveal compelling evidence that you have delved into the text. An authentic record of 
your thinking is on the page. (This student has gone above and beyond the average annotations or simple markings of 
a text. A reader can see what students were thinking as they read.)  
 
Most = Your annotations reveal sufficient evidence that you have engaged and interacted with the text. (This student 
has completed the average annotations or simple markings of a text. A reader can see that student read, but not 
necessarily what the student’s thought process.) 
 
Partial = Your annotations reveal limited evidence that you have engaged or interacted with the text. (There are some 
attempts at marking spaces with very limited margin notes. The student made a limited attempt at the task of 
annotating and engaging with a text.) 
 
Few/None = Your annotations reveal little, if any, record of engagement or interaction with the text. (This student 
marked a few things superficially. There are no margin notes and little engagement with the text.) 

 

 
FAQ 
How do I choose a book? 
Think about what you care about most when you’re reading.  Are you looking to learn more about a 
particular field or topic?  Are you interested in hearing from people who think similarly to you or 
differently?  Does the time it takes to read matter more to you than the content?  Are you looking for a 
challenge?  Answering those questions may give you direction.  All of these books have descriptions 
available on Goodreads.com, so you can look up how these texts align to your needs.  You can also consult 
Ms. Piede, who can give specific recommendations based on how you describe your reading interests. 
 
What if I start my choice book, but then I hate it with the fire of a thousand suns? 
Exercise your freedom, and pick a new book.  Don’t stick with something that’s making you miserable if 
you have the time to find something that will make the experience more positive. 
 
Can I read something that’s not on this list? 
Convince me.  Email Ms. Piede (samantha_piede@etownschools.org) with the book’s title and author, and 
provide your justification for using it for this course.  If it seems like a choice of comparable challenge and 
is not a book you have utilized for another course already, it will be considered.   
 
If you would like to exercise this option, you must email Ms. Piede by August 1st.   No unlisted 
substitutions will be considered after that point. 
 

 

Pre-Approved Book List (cont. on next page) 
 

Author Title Field 
Alexievich, Svetlana Voices from Chernobyl 

 

(history, nuclear science) 

Arendt, Hannah Eichmann in Jerusalem: A Report on the 
Banality of Evil 
 

(philosophy, journalism, 
WW II history) 



Boo, Katherine Behind the Beautiful Forevers: Life, Death, and 
Hope in a Mumbai Undercity 
 

(current events, global 
studies, human rights) 

Carr, Nicholas G. The Shallows: What the Internet is Doing to 
Our Brains 
 

(technology, psychology) 

Diamond, Jared Guns, Germs, & Steel 
 

(history, technology) 

DuBois, W.E.B. The Souls of Black Folk 
 

(history, human rights) 

Frankl, Viktor Man’s Search for Meaning 
 

(philosophy, memoir) 

Gilbert, Dan Stumbling on Happiness 
 

(psychology, sociology) 

Gladwell, Malcolm Outlier: The Story of Success 
 

(psychology, sociology) 

Hacking, Ian The Taming of Chance 
 

(philosophy, history) 

Harris, Blake J. The History of the Future: Oculus, Facebook, 
and the Revolution That Swept Virtual Reality 
 

(technology, futurism, 
history) 

Johnson, Steven Everything Bad is Good for You: How Today's 
Popular Culture is Actually Making Us 
Smarter 
 

(technology, psychology) 

Lee, Jennifer The Fortune Cookie Chronicles: Adventures in 
the World of Chinese Food 
 

(world cultures, history) 

Lewis, Michael Moneyball: The Art of Winning an Unfair 
Game 
 

(sports, math) 

Mukherjee, Siddhartha The Emperor of All Maladies: A Biography of 
Cancer 
 

(medicine) 

Russell, Bertrand Why Men Fight 
 

(philosophy, war studies) 

Sagan, Carl Pale Blue Dot: A Vision of the Human Future 
in Space 
 

(science, technology, 
futurism) 

Sacks, Oliver Musicophilia: Tales of Music and the Brain 
 

(music, neuroscience) 

Skloot, Rebecca The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks 
 

(medicine, bioethics) 

Stevenson, Bryan Just Mercy: A Story of Justice and 
Redemption 

 

(criminal justice, law) 

Thoreau, Henry David Walden 
 

(philosophy, 
autobiography) 

 

 


